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A History of Halley’s 
 

The most famous comet in our 
cosmos must be Halley’s Comet, 
and yet its namesake, astronomer 
Edmond Halley, never even saw  
it. This is because it only appears 
every 76 years. Many should 

consider themselves lucky to see it once, or 
perhaps even twice, in their lifetimes, although 
seeing it has been known to cause as much 
concern as awe.  

On April 3, 1066, Halley’s Comet appeared in  
the sky over England. The “long-haired star” was 
presumed to be a bad omen, a sign of doomsday  
to come. Indeed, later that year, King Harold II of 
England was killed during the Battle of Hastings  
by the forces of William the Conqueror. The 
prophecy seemed fulfilled. This is considered the 
most famous appearance of Halley’s Comet and is 
even depicted on the Bayeux Tapestry, a tapestry 
detailing the Norman conquest of England. The 
comet streaks overhead while King Harold II and 
some Englishmen fearfully watch it pass.  

Halley’s Comet has made several appearances 
throughout human history, and the Battle of 
Hastings was not the only time it incited a world-
changing invasion. In the year 1222, Mongol ruler 
Ghengis Khan believed that Halley’s Comet was  
his own personal star. Seeing its westward arc 
across the sky led him to sweep westward from 
Mongolia and invade southeastern Europe.  

Not all stories of Halley’s Comet end in bloodshed. 
Some historians believe that the biblical Star  
of Bethlehem, followed by the Wise Men in  
the birth story of Jesus, was not a star at all  
but Halley’s Comet. The comet did make an 
appearance in the year 12 BC, after all. The 
comet’s appearance in 1301 also inspired artist 
Giotto di Bondone’s painting of the birth of Jesus. 
Halley’s Comet is clearly seen flying through the  
sky over Jesus’ manger in the depiction of the 
nativity. Halley’s Comet will not return again until 
2061, but we can be sure that its appearance 
may inspire not just awe but more stories of 
disaster. After all, the word disaster comes from  
the Latin dis-astra, meaning “against the stars.” 

 

 
 
To some the dafffodil is just a flower, but for 
the Canadian Cancer Society, it is a symbol of 
Strength and Courage. It says we will not give 
up. It says we will fight against cancer and we 
will win. Throughout April we will have daffodil 
pins available at the front desk. 
 
Show your support for people living with 
Cancer 
 
 

 
Submitted by Larry C 
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Letter from your Executive Director - Maddi 
  
April is the turning point for all 
things!! Do not forget we have 
yearend (2018) statements in the 
office. We are looking at Spring 
cleanup outside soon and inside 
painting!! 
We thought this month’s article 
could look at some fun facts at 
Aberdeen Gardens.  I asked the 
managers some of their thoughts. 
Barb has been here the longest 
(she is in her 15th year). Rachel said 

before she started working in the building, Aberdeen 
Gardens was a Dominion grocery store. Years before that it 
was Zimmer’s knitting mill! Dave counted some up some 
items in the dietary department: 90 whole chickens per 
month, 320 lbs. of bananas per month and 1440 cookies per 
month consumed!  Nicole in nursing said she orders 10, 000 
disposable gloves per month and Doug in environmental 
services department said we go thru 600 rolls of toilet paper 
per month! 
Have fun, and take care. 

 
Message from the Activity Director – Barb 
Spring is finally here and along with it comes spring like 
activities. The Mother Goose Preschool children will be 
coming to Aberdeen for their annual Easter egg hunt and 
storytime. We will be having a “find the lucky carrot” raffle 
with a chance to win $50. Congratulations to resident Joe D 
who won the “find the pot of gold” raffle in March. 
In April to celebrate national dance week, we will be 
watching classic dance movies such as “Swing Time” with 
Fred Astaire.  
We’ll be hanging out the bird houses we painted last year 
and adding new ones we will be decorating this month. 
Hope you all have a healthy and active month. 
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Celebrating April 
 

Apr 1      Town Hall Meeting 
Apr 2      Flamboro Casino 
Apr 6      Cam  Woolvett 
Apri 9     Walmart 
Apr 10    Lyongate Show &Tell 
Apr 11    Bedrock Bistro 
Apr 12    Florin Clonta 
Apr 13    Wyatt Ladd 
Apr 16    Limeridge Mall 
Apr 18    Pre School Easter Egg                     
               Hunt 
               Raffle Winner Reveal 
Apr 19    Good Friday 
               Michael Kavanagh 
Apr 21     Easter Sunday 
                Krishanthi 
Apr 22     Earth Day - Why Bees          
                Are Disappearing 
Apr 23     New  -  Chair Yoga 
Apr 24     Swing Band 
Apr 27     John Sadowski 
Apr 28     Jeff Gurney 
Apr 30     Birthday Party with 
                Paula French 
 
April 22–27   National Dance                   
                             week 
 
Come join us each evening at 
6:30 pm for some wonderful 
Dance movies. 
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Spring Is Here  

Spring you’re here! We welcome you 

In joyful jubilation 

Time to clear the fog from our brain 

The mist from our eyes, the cotton from our 

ears 

The rust from our joints and say to good-bye 

to winter  

Robins are back, the birds are nesting 

Don't miss a note of their singing 

Spring flowers in glorious array 

Open your eyes, don't miss the exhibition 

  

The trees are breaking forth in buds 

Soon the breeze through the leaves 

Will have them rustling 

Lift your eyes to the skies 

Feel the fresh breeze kiss your cheeks 

Set the smile on your face a glowing 

Put sunglasses on, add a perky hat too 

Loosen up rusty joints and start walking 

Awaken all your senses 

Don't go too far, you don't want to feel sore 

Tomorrow you can add to the strengthening 

  

And in your heart, you must believe 

There is a God, who cares for all creation 

Who gives us all four seasons 

And most of all, He cares for us 

Poor creatures who suffer the winter blues 

And like the spring, instills in us 

A desire to keep on living 

By Margaret 

  

 

 

 

 
 
Wishing you a Wonderful Easter 

From 
Management and Staff 

 at 
Aberdeen Gardens 

 
 
Thoughts by Peggy 
 
A FINANCIAL PUZZLE 
When we were in England in the summer of 
2002, we were using a bank machine to 
withdraw 400 pounds periodically to cover our 
expenses. In August, the bank machines were 
refusing to give us the money then in the 
middle of the night tony had an inspiration 
about why the bank machine wouldn’t deliver 
the money. What if, he asked himself, the 
exchange rate is now such that 400 pounds is 
more than our $1,000 limit? So the next day he 
asked for 300 pounds and the machine 
delivered it. What amazed us was that none of 
the three bankers we had consulted had 
thought of this as a possible explanation.  

 
Inspiration of the month 
If we had no winter, Spring would not be so 
pleasant. 
 

  
 

The Fool 
 
They say that I’m a fool 
Never acting very cool 
Going along a different way 
I speak when I have something to 
say 
Others will talk forever 
Saying nothing and think themselves 
clever 
Accomplishing they do not 
What they talked about they already 
forgot 
I’m so glad they think I’m a fool 
Never wanted to be this cool 
 
Written by Marie L 
 

 

 

Jay’s Book Review 

The Fool's Run by John Camp 

This older (1989) suspense novel is an ingenious 

twist as the author takes us through the mind 

games of two irresistible con artists plotting the 

perfect sting. 

 

Kidd is a computer whiz, artist, and professional 

criminal. LuEllen is his lover, and his favorite 

partner in crime. Their playing field is the cutting 

edge of high-tech corporate warfare. This time 

theyôve been hired by a defense industry 

corporation to destroy its business rival through 

computer sabotage. If they can pull it off, theyôll 

reap millions. Itôs the sting of a lifetime. One 

false move and itôs a lifetime sentence. As the 

takedown unfolds, everything goes according to 

plan. But their string of successes turns into a 

noose when the ultimate con artists find 

themselves on the wrong end of the ultimate con.  
 
 

 
 

Remember When ……. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Easterbrook’s Hotdog Stand 

“I have only been there a few times. They are 
known for their foot long hotdogs. It is a family 
friendly place. – Linda B. 
 
“Oh ya, everyone knows that place. They 
serve great food! I used to work across the 
street at Royal Botanical Gardens and would 
go over for lunch sometimes.” – Barry K. 
 
“I went there the other day. Easterbrook’s was 
packed with people of all ages. Everyone 
seemed to know about this place. The outside 
appearance of Easterbrook’s is very mundane. 
No one cares about the wait, it is all about the 
food. If I had to eat hotdogs, it would be from 
the Easterbrook’s!” – Millie G. 
 
“One time I went there with my family. It was a 
windy day and I was wearing a long scarf 
while eating an ice cream cone. My scarf got 
all tangled up in it and my son took the ice 
cream cone back into the store and told them 
to put it in a dish.” – Jean D. 
 
“I used to take my mom there every Sunday.” 
– Gary P. 
 
“The Easterbrook’s is great! Nobody in 
Hamilton can match their foot long hotdogs.” –   
“I used to go there often for their hotdogs.”  
Brenda C. 

 
 
 
 

 

April 2019 


